NYS and Monroe County are supporting Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support (PBIS) systems implementation in numerous schools. PBIS addresses school-wide climate improvement and systemic intervention strategies for behavioral and academic needs of all students. When implemented successfully over time incidents of behavioral problems, attendance problems, special education referrals, staff and student morale, and academic performance improve significantly. If schools have challenges with bullying the systemic focus of PBIS work will document the need (including when, where and with whom the problem is occurring) and help staff/students develop intervention strategies.

From what I understand one of the best ways to reduce bullying in schools is improving school-wide climate. PBIS leads schools to such ends. I would suggest visiting www.pbis.org for more information on the model.
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